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History 556


Professor Alan Gallay







Office: Dulles Hall 253 
TTh 9:30-11:18
[Building ]







  Tel 292-5479
E-mail: Gallay.1@osu.edu




Office Hours:  TTh 1-2:30 or by appointment  
History 556:  COLONIAL NORTH AMERICA TO 1763
Syllabus

Note:  In the History Major, this course counts as an Area B, pre-1750 offering.

Course Content 

This course covers the history of colonial and native societies in North America from first contacts to the eve of the imperial crisis.   We will examine the transplanting of European civilization to North America, the resultant international rivalries, and the political, social, and economic life of English, French, Spanish and Dutch colonies to 1763.  Emphasis will be placed upon interactions of Native Americans, Africans and Europeans, regional distinctions, the development of slavery, the maturation of colonial societies, and the adaptations of indigenous peoples.
Course Objectives

1. Acquire a deeper understanding of the factors that shape human activity as it changes over time in varying geographical and cultural contexts.

2. Broaden knowledge of history by completing this course that covers topics mostly before 1750.

3. Develop an international perspective on history of early America.
4. Enhance the ability to apply critical thinking through historical analysis of primary and secondary sources.

5. Develop the ability to analyze and evaluate diverse interpretations of historical events.

6. Advance effectiveness in communicating historical arguments and documenting evidence to support those arguments.

Required Reading:

     Helen Rountree, The Powhattan Indians of Virginia:  Their Traditional Culture

     Donna Merwick, The Shame And the Sorrow: Dutch-Amerindian Encounters in New Netherland
     Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissenbaum, Salem Possessed:  The Social Origins of Witchcraft in New England

     Peter H. Wood, Black Majority:  Negroes in Colonial South Carolina from 1670 through the Stono Rebellion

     Daniel Usner, Jn., Indians, Settlers, and Slaves in a Frontier Exchange Economy: The Lower Mississippi Valley Before 1783
     Laurel Thacher Ulrich, Good Wives:  Women in Northern New England, 1650-1750
     Marcus Rediker, Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea:  Merchant Seamen, Pirates, and the Anglo-American Maritime World 1700-1750

Course Requirements:

Seven quizzes:
55%

Oral report:
10%

Final Exam:
35%     

Grade:

100%  

The schedule of quizzes is noted on the Schedule of Class Meetings.  Each quiz will include short answer topics on the reading for that week.

     Note:  Regular attendance is expected.

Grading your Quizzes and Final Exam:  

Quizzes:  Your quizzes will take place on the Tuesday of the week indicated below and will consist of a 40 minute essay on the central themes of the book for that week.  You will always have a choice of two or three questions.  Your essay should include an introduction—that does not repeat the question—but provides an overview and thesis.  The body of the essay should contain 4 to 5 paragraphs, each focused on a particular theme to support your argument.  A concluding paragraph should bring together the essence of your argument.
Final Exam:  Most of your final exam grade will be based on how well you communicate in writing what you have learned.  The exam will be entirely essay, but I will include lists of items for you to incorporate into the body of the work.  

Essay grading standards:


“B” essays successfully identify the key themes in support of an argument, with adequate supporting data, and clear presentation.

“A” essays provide stronger supporting data and indication of independent or extended thought.

“C” essays identify the key themes, but are imprecise in providing support for the argument; or tend to lack an important degree of coherence in organization of argument and/or data.
As for “D” and “E” essays:  usually, these essays do not include a viable thesis and/or they do not include very much relevant information.

Oral Reports
Each student will receive a primary source to analyze.  Students will explain to the class the context in which the source was created, the purpose of the document, and how the source can be used by historians.
Please note:

1)  Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course.

2)  In order to pass the course, you must pass the Final Exam with at least a 62.

3)  The TA and I reserve the right to consider improvement when determining final grades.

4)  Here are the grade breakdowns:

A:  92.6 and above; A-:  89.6-92.5; B+:  87.6-89.5; B:  82.6-87.5; B-:  79.6-82.5; C+:  77.6-79.5; C:  72.6-77.5; C-:  69.6-72.5; D+:  67.6-69.5; D:  62-67.5; E:  below 62

You are forewarned that I will pursue cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate University committee.  See this web site for information on plagiarism and writing handouts: http://cstw.osu.edu/.

Disability Services  Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Schedule of Class Meetings:

 Week 1    
Introduction;  International trade before Columbus

Spain in the Caribbean, South America and Mexico

Spanish exploration of North America

Spanish Florida
Week 2

Virginia; Indentured Servitude

African slavery and the African slave trade


Powhatan Indians of Virginia, Quiz 1 and book discussion
Week 3  
Native America—pre and proto European contact
Dutch and Swedish settlements
     

The Shame And the Sorrow, Quiz 2 and book discussion

Week 4
New England



Salem Possessed, Quiz 3 and book discussion

Week 5     
The South:  Indian and African slavery

South Carolina and Spanish Florida



Black Majority, Quiz 4 and book discussion

Week 6

French Canada and Louisiana 

Native Peoples of the Mississippi River and Ohio River Valleys

Indians, Settlers, and Slaves in a Frontier Exchange Economy: The Lower Mississippi Valley Before 1783, Quiz 5 and book discussion
Week 7

Colonial Women; Utopian experiments:  Pennsylvania and Georgia     
     
Good Wives, Quiz 6 and book discussion
Week 8

Oral Presentations on colonial documents

Week 9

The Atlantic World and the peoples of North America

     

Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea, Quiz 7 and book 
discussion

Week 10
Colonial economy and politics in the mid-Eighteenth Century 

     

Warfare and society and the Seven Years’ War
  


FINAL EXAM:  During specified exam period
“All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.”

